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Q: Today is June 24th, 2003. This is an interview with Max M. Kampelman. This is being
done on behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, and I'm Charles
Stuart Kennedy.

To begin with, when are where were you born?

KAMPELMAN: | was born in New York on November 7, 1920; so I'm 82 years old.
Q: So you were born in the city?

KAMPELMAN: In the city.

Q: Can you tell me a bit about your parents, first on your father's side and then on your
mother's side?

KAMPELMAN: Well, both of my parents came from a portion of Europe, which was
then considered a part of Romania, although it's gone through different transitions over
the years. They met here in the United States. Though they both came from the same
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community they didn't know each other in Europe, but they met in the United States. They
married in New York. | was the only child.

Q: What was sort of the background of your family? It was a Jewish family?
KAMPELMAN: A Jewish family.
Q: Is there a family trade or something like that?

KAMPELMAN: | don't know as much as | would like to know and frequently criticize myself
for not asking more questions when | was younger. My mother's father was relatively well
to do and was involved in agriculture in Romania. | don't know very much at all about my
father's father. | knew my father's mother, my grandmother, because she came over with
her children to the United States - and with her husband, but her husband died before |
was born. She was a grand dame and kept the family together, the brothers, and lived
with one of my uncles, always adjacent to us, so we were very close. So | grew up really
in a kind of intimate relationship with my father's family. My parents met actually at one of
the ethnic groups that were created in New York, where people from the same European
community, particularly among the Jews, would form their own burial society.

Q: Yes. The burial society was a very important factor.

KAMPELMAN: There were not only burial societies, but there were places where one
could borrow money without interest and pay it back. It was a cooperative kind of
arrangement. And that's where they met.

It was at the outset, by no means, a financially comfortable arrangement. We lived in the
Bronx in an area that was - | wouldn't call it a slum, but a low-income area of the Bronx

- and that's where | was born. My father was first in the silk remnant business. This was
before my time. When | began growing up, he, for some reason, opened up a butcher
shop; so he was a butcher and my mother would work in the shop. Things got better after
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a while and through one of his associates born in the same area he did some investing in
real estate and therefore until the Depression went up a little bit and we moved into better
homes - better apartments actually.

Q: These were apartments then?
KAMPELMAN: All apartments.

Q: Were they walk-up apartments?
KAMPELMAN: Walk-up apartments, yes.

When things turned bad again he left the butcher business and they decided - because
again, one of their friends was in the ladies' hat business, so they opened up a retail
establishment selling ladies hats, after the butcher shop closed. My father died when he
was fifty-four, a relatively young man, but by then we were living in a relatively comfortable
private home. But he left no money really and we ended up living in what | would then call
a slum. It was an apartment in which my mother's sister was living. She was a religious
person so we had that orientation.

Q: | was wondering, as a child, when you were growing up, where did your family fall in the
Jewish religious spectrum?

KAMPELMAN: Orthodox, which was the typical reaction. The reform was really mostly
German Jews. My parents were not observant, but my mother kept a kosher home. We
were not particularly observant, but my parents and | went to High Holiday services in the
orthodox synagogue wherever we lived. | guess that's the way it went. | received a rather
intensive Jewish education. They felt, even though they were not themselves observant in
an orthodox sense, they wanted me to have training in this.

Q: Well, the only child and a male child, at that.
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KAMPELMAN: Yes, a male child. And therefore, beginning with kindergarten | attended
Jewish Hebrew schools. They were called yeshivas. That was kindergarten, first grade
through eighth grade, and then to a high school with the same orientation. All male, half

a day traditional public school classes taught by teachers who were teaching in the public
school system; in the afternoons we had them, in the mornings there were Jewish studies.
Bible language

Q: So essentially your schools were not public schools.
KAMPELMAN: Not public schools.
Q: It sounds like you were in what amounted to a rather constrained enclave in a way.

KAMPELMAN: Well, | wouldn't call it constrained as much as relatively isolated, were it not
for the fact that there were many of us, that we were friends with one another.

Q: How about being out on the streets? What did you do for fun?

KAMPELMAN: Let me give you an example. Beginning with the first grade, our classes
would begin at nine o'clock in the morning and ended at five o'clock at night because you
had two kinds of classes. And that was my schedule through high school. Nine o'clock

in the morning until five o'clock at night, which didn't give you a great deal of time with
respect to the streets after school. Public school, for example, the elementary school - we
were right across the street from a public school - they were rather rough, threw rocks at
us and that kind of thing you'd expect in that kind of a neighborhood. On the other hand,
among my fellow students Babe Ruth was a hero; we knew what the Yankees were doing,
like ordinary kids.

Q: Yes.
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KAMPELMAN: At some time | got a job even selling scorecards at Yankee Stadium for a
short period during the summers. So that was the schedule then. The exposure to non-
Jewish kids of our age was minimal. People working for my parents in the stores were,
in all cases | can remember, none Jews. They were friends. Our familiarity with the non-
Jewish communities as kids was that they would throw rocks at us.

Q: Of course this was New York and the Catholic kids were going to Catholic schools and
they were probably having rocks thrown at them. They were kind of no-go areas.

KAMPELMAN: Exactly. That was my growing up. We had very good education, | felt,
through high school.

Q: You were eight by the time the Depression started to develop and all. Was this sort of a
continual presence, the economy, in your family? As a kid, did you realize?

KAMPELMAN: | was shielded from the pressure. | knew my parents both worked, but they
shielded me from the negatives, except where we lived, but where we lived | didn't know
any better. | mean this was home.

Q: Yes, home is home. They're all the same digs. Really, as a kid you don't notice this sort
of thing.

KAMPELMAN: Yes.

Q: What about the family regarding politics and all? | mean this is a time of great torment.
Particularly in the Jewish community you had the Socialists.

KAMPELMAN: My father was a democrat, not a socialist. I'm aware of the fact that
during that period the vast number of Jewish immigrants working in factories and joining
unions was socialists. My father was a Democrat. He somehow had met the boss of the
Democratic Party in New York, Flynn.
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Q: Ah yes, Edward Flynn.

KAMPELMAN: He may have made a political contribution and was given a golden badge,
which he was very proud of, to show he was a democrat. So he was a democrat. |
remember as a kid, in the 1928 election of Al Smith, my father was strongly for Al Smith.

Q: As we move up to '32, was Roosevelt sort of a god in the neighborhood, or not?

KAMPELMAN: Yes. He had been governor of New York and the people in New York were
all very proud of Roosevelt, were very accepting of Roosevelt. He was going to get us out
of the Depression. My father, as a democrat, was strong in this.

Q: Well, to carry this a little farther on the political side, how did La Guardia fit in here? He
was a liberal republican.

KAMPELMAN: | have no recollection of my father's relationship to La Guardia, or
iImpressions of La Guardia. Mine was very favorable because | took a keen interest also in
politics as a child. So my impression of La Guardia was a high plus.

Q: And he read the comics too.
KAMPELMAN: He read the comics. That's right. He heard that.
Q: In your school what subjects particularly interested you?

KAMPELMAN: For me, in the earlier classes it was civics. Public affairs matters. In high
school it was also civics and politics and government, American government mostly. | was
a good student. | was not the best in the class. As a matter of fact, the best in the class
happens to remain a friend. We lunched about a year ago in New York. I've kept in touch
with him over the years. His last name began with a K, and mine with a K, so we would sit
next to each other frequently. | was a good student. | was not top of the class, but really
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a very good student. | went through the learning of the Bible, but | would not say that that
was as interesting to me as my classes in civics.

Q: How about history? Did history interest you?

KAMPELMAN: History interested me very much. The social sciences also did. At the end
of high school my mother would've wanted me - my father was then dead - and said so,
to continue with the yeshiva college and university in New York, and maybe become a
rabbi. But | knew even from the days that | was in elementary school that that was not for
me. | got the education and | enjoyed it, but | really, as a child, began to think of myself as
somebody who would be a lawyer.

Q: Did Zionism raise its head at all at the yeshiva, or not?

KAMPELMAN: Not in a political sense, but very much in a religious and a philanthropic
sense. As a child, for example, we had a collection box in our kitchen - even in the slums
- where we were all taught to put in pennies; and periodically a man with a beard or a
rabbi would come by and collect it. A lot of this was collecting for Israel, an orphan’'s home
or something else. This was of course long before Israel was a state but there was a
commitment.

Q: By the time Hitler came on the scene you were twelve. How much were you all
following the news, not just in Germany, but all over?

KAMPELMAN: Not as closely as my later years taught me | should have. The family and
the family's friends that clique knew what was happening, but really did not know the
intensity of what was happening and equated it with their own experiences in Europe
constantly running into anti-Semitism. This was not new for them. It was kind of an
assumption that European non-Jews would be anti-Jews.

Q: Yes, but no idea of the immensity.
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KAMPELMAN: Yes.
Q: Were you and your family following the news on the radio in those days much?
KAMPELMAN: | did, but not as seriously as in later years | thought | should have.

Q: Yes, | think most of us felt that way. It was a time | think people weren't distracted by
the amusement factors of television and all that.

Did you go to movies? Were you allowed to go to movies?

KAMPELMAN: Yes, | was allowed to go to movies and went to movies. As a matter of fact,
when the family had the butcher shop, they were not Sabbath observers but they kept a
kosher home; and the butcher shop was not a kosher butcher shop. It was just a butcher
shop within the area and neighborhood, which was not Jewish primarily. But | would go to
the movies every Saturday afternoon because my mother and father were working in the
shop; and what could | do? There was a boy named Buster who worked as an errand boy
in the butcher shop. They would have him take me to the movies. He'd drop me off and
pick me up so | wouldn't have to cross the streets. | also recall the policeman on the corner
of the butcher shop - his name was Mr. O'Mara - who became a dear friend of mine, and a
hero. It just comes to mind now as | talk to you.

Q: Well, as one thinks about?These were real neighborhoods.
KAMPELMAN: It was a real neighborhood.

Q: What about your teachers? Were there any teachers that particularly inspired you or
maybe disinspired you?

KAMPELMAN: My impression is that | got along well with all the teachers in the
elementary school and | recall, as a matter of fact, the name of one lady who taught first
grade, Miss Pickelmy. | don't know why | think of her and her name comes to mind. She
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obviously made a deep impression on me, a favorable impression on me. The Jewish
subjects were taught generally by rabbis; and the English subjects and non-Jewish
subjects were taught by teachers who were teaching elsewhere. | recall high school
teachers much more than | do the elementary school, particularly the French teacher,
because you know, you had to study languages. Every high school student in the state of
New York had to pass the regents' examination.

Q: And these were tough.

KAMPELMAN: These were tough and we worked very hard to prepare for those regents
examinations.

Q: I went to a New England prep school and they made us take the New York regents
exams. They were rough.

KAMPELMAN: They were rough. They were determined to have us do well.

| remember the high school French teacher. | can't think of his name at the moment,
though | have his picture in my head. He began the first week by saying, “I want you to
write slowly an essay about Paris,” and we would write the essay about Paris and he
would correct it. And the next week the same essay about Paris would be corrected and
we'd go on and then we'd translate the simple paragraphs into French from English, and
then toward the end in preparation for the regents; he said, “All right, now you're about to
perform the regents. Let's assume they ask you to write a paragraph about museums or
about the movies. What you say is, 'l saw a movie and it was in Paris. Paris is a beautiful
city," and then go on with your thing.” 'l went to a museum; | saw something French. Paris
is a?”

Q: [laughs]

KAMPELMAN: | remember that technique led us to do well in the exams.
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Q: By the time you got to high school where did you feel you were all pointed towards?

KAMPELMAN: Most of the class felt they were pointed toward the rabbinate. All of the
class knew that they were pointing toward college and whatever other careers they might
want, teaching or whatnot, because not everybody in class ended up going to the same
college, the yeshiva college. But practically all did. | chose not to. As | say, my mother
regretted that, but | chose not to. | wanted to be a lawyer and there was a college very
near where we were then living, about four or five blocks. So | enrolled in that college at
New York University and they called it the University Heights campus. It's now closed.

Q: It was an extension of New York University?

KAMPELMAN: It was part of it. It was a campus of New York University, but it was in the
Bronx, not downtown. It was the university. It was really, | thought, the Tiffany of the NYU,
but nevertheless that's where | went. We had no money.

Q: This would've been '36.

KAMPELMAN: No. | graduated high school in February of '37. So | enrolled there. As |
said, | had no money; I think | received a partial scholarship. But | asked whether | could
work and they said | could. And | would say that in the three-and-a-half years that | was
on that campus, because with getting out in February | had to make up some courses, |
earned more money than | did for a number of years after | left college.

Q: While you were in high school though, did you get involved with the family butcher
shop? By this time your father was in the business?

KAMPELMAN: By that time we were in the ladies millinery business and | was actively
involved, particularly on weekends because my classes were nine to five. Sometimes
evenings. It was a retail shop. | would either serve as cashier in the shop, and | was
cashier in the butcher shop too, even though | was much younger. | would either serve
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as cashier or, after my father died particularly, my mother would send me downtown. We
were in the Bronx not far from the subway; the elevator became a subway. | would buy
ladies' hats. The center of the industry was at Thirty-Eighth Street in Manhattan. It was the
center of the hat trade.

Q: This was Dubinsky's, right?

KAMPELMAN: That's right. It was the center of the military trade. This was hats, not
garments.

My mother would say, “I need three brown Milan straw.” So | would go to wherever |
was supposed to go and I'd say, “I want to buy three Milan straw,” and if I had to make
a choice, | made the choice. It was usually a good choice. Or she'd say, “Bring home a
dozen mixed,” because we would run out. Or special order; she would call in a special
order and | would go and pick it up.

Q: This, of course, was the height of women and hats and New York was the center?
KAMPELMAN: They all wore hats.

Q: Yes, they all did. There is a wonderful song by Danny Kaye talking about Louis Dache
and all of this about women's hats, which he ends in “I hate women.”

KAMPELMAN: My mother had help. There was a saleslady, | remember. Nelly McCarthy.
She was a member of the family, virtually.

Q: I assume that in the hat shop there was a certain taste and a certain cost that you fit the
shop to your clientele.

KAMPELMAN: That's right. The clientele was medium; it wasn't impoverished. It was not a
slum.
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Q: Did you find yourself as a young lad with these women coming up and saying, “How do
I look in this hat,” and all that?

KAMPELMAN: Well, that was Nelly McCarthy's job, but | watched all these and would sit
watching all of this. | would sometimes sit when it was quiet doing homework. This was
every Saturday.

Q: What about at New York University; what type of jobs did you have?
KAMPELMAN: You mean at the university?
Q: Yes.

KAMPELMAN: | got a job as a clerk in the bookstore and that lasted for my whole period. |
was able to get the concession for the checkroom for the weekly dances. Every Saturday
night there was a dance at one of the campus houses and | persuaded the director

and | was the check person. | never learned how to dance at that point because | was
never dancing, | was checking. But that provided tips. | also had the concession for

formal tuxedos at the end of each year for the proms. | had the concession for The New
York Times subscription. The New York Times gave me cards and I'd distribute them

out and if you want to subscribe to The New York Times, see Max Kampelman at this
telephone number; he'll be at the bookstore. And then summers | worked as a busboy in
the Catskills, but | also?

Q: What are some of the major ones that one hears about?

KAMPELMAN: Grossinger's. | never got into the majors, but | got into the good resorts
where there were tips.

Q: Did you get to hear the entertainers?
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KAMPELMAN: Yes.
Q: Because so much of American humor came out of?

KAMPELMAN: That area and those people. And | did get to hear the entertainers. | was
not very good as a busboy. | confess to that. | was not very good. And | only really did it
for one period. | got fired from one place because | didn't know how to make salads - or

at least the boss didn't think | knew how to make salads. | was not very good at that. As a
result, other summers | worked in the steel factory in Brooklyn, New York, and | sold Fuller
brushes in the summer, which was a difficult, hot job. And | remember we'd meet in the
morning with the regional director and in order to combat the disappointment of not making
as many sales the previous day as you would have liked, he would say, “Just remember,
the next person is spending a hundred dollars.” | sold magazines in the summer. A variety
of things. But | did earn money.

Q: I would think, in reflection, later on in your public career, that sort of thing would give
you something to go back to. | mean selling, working in a factory.

KAMPELMAN: | suppose.

Now, | graduated and did well. As senior | became president of the John Marshall Law
Society. As a junior in college | became the president of the Menorah Society, which was
the Jewish students group. And my qualifications for being president as a junior were that
| had been at the yeshiva as a high school student and | was interested in this. And as a
matter of fact, as president of the NYU chapter - and we had a good chapter - we would
have speakers come in on occasion; and there was an inter-university Menorah Society
which was centered at Columbia University, and | was invited to be a part of that inter-
university group, which broadened the scope. | met people then from the other universities
in New York. The director was a Reform Rabbi by the name of Isador Hoffman, who
became a very dear friend of mine. He was the director of Columbia and he guided all
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of us because we did not have a Jewish chaplain on our campus; there was one on the
downtown NYU campus, but not on our campus. So | used him as a kind of chaplain - |
had him come up and speak at NYU - and we became friends until he died, as a matter of
fact. Many years ago, indeed, he performed the marriage ceremony for my wife and me.

Q: How wonderful.

KAMPELMAN: Many years later.

Q: Again, you were at New York University from February of '37 until?
KAMPELMAN: Until June of '40.

Q: A very important date.

KAMPELMAN: A very important date, that's right.

| also became chairman of the John Marshall Law Society. | always had that in mind. |
became a member and they elected me chairman when | was a senior.

Q: All hell was breaking loose in Europe during your time. Were you reading The New
York Times?

KAMPELMAN: Yes. | was quite interested and | had extraordinarily good professors on
that campus and they totally broadened my horizons. We talked a lot. | chose political
science as a major. | had extraordinarily good teachers; | read a lot; | wrote papers; | spent
time at the New York Public Library when | had an important paper to do; | did a lot of
reading; and | was a good student. Not an excellent student, but a very good student.

Q: Did you have any feeling, during this time, about discrimination against Jews and so
on?
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KAMPELMAN: We were all very much aware, particularly our Jewish group, of Hitler and
of the anti-Semitism in Europe. But it was far from us.

Q: Anti-Semitism was pretty strong in the United States at this time.

KAMPELMAN: We did not experience it on that campus. | was fortunate in that regard.

| will say this: the Jewish students managed to keep to themselves; the non-Jewish
students managed to keep to themselves. There were a lot of them in the engineering
school, which was on the same campus. But at the John Marshall Law Society we had it
mixed and maybe | was insensitive, but | was not conscious of a problem on campus.

Q: Also, New York was different.

KAMPELMAN: We had a lot of Jews on campus. New York University had a lot of Jews on
all of its campuses. It wasn't City College which had more Jews; we had a lot of Jews on
campus. And my professors were all non-Jewish, interestingly enough. But they became
good teachers and good friends.

Q: Where were you pointed towards?
KAMPELMAN: | was pointed toward the law.
Q: Any particular school?

KAMPELMAN: No, but when | graduated in June and decided to go to law school, | knew
| had to go to night law school and work during the day. There was no other way that |
could do that. And the best night law school in the city was at New York University. So

| enrolled there. But | do want to add one thing? when | was on the college campus |
became an anti-Stalinist, an anti-communist, and specialized in studies on democracy.

| had a professor, Arnold Zurcher, who taught political science and we studied Marxism
and political theory. My total instinct was against dictatorship and against the communists.
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There was a communist cligue on campus and | found myself actively engaged in an anti-
communist clique on campus.

Q: Emotions ran pretty high.
KAMPELMAN: Very high.

Q: It's hard to imagine, but communism had a great deal of attraction, particularly in
New York and often coming out of the Jewish social democratic strain that came out of
Germany, | guess.

KAMPELMAN: It fit in.

| also had a professor who taught social legislation and remained my friend until he died,
Jack McConnell; we kept in close touch with each other. And that too strengthened my
identity with the New Deal. But he also did one other thing; he recommended that | spend
a month, my last summer in college, with a Quaker work camp. He felt that it would be
good for me to do that; that they were socially oriented. This was a work camp in Reading,
Pennsylvania, working with the American Federation of Hosiery Workers - a trade union -
and a Quaker work camp in a slum. | was able to get a scholarship for that, which meant
that | didn't work for that month, but | took his advice and enrolled and spent the month
there.

Q: What were you doing?

KAMPELMAN: We were fixing up slum buildings. Some of these homes were for trade
union workers; others were not - slum homes. It was mostly a black area, but not solely
black. We did, in a sense, what Habitat (Habitat for Humanity) does now. | made lasting
friendships in that Quaker work camp. The director of the camp recently wrote me; he's
close to a hundred years old, still alive; he's in Quaker retirement, David Richey. He
and his wife became dear friends. One of our campers is the wife of a minister who just
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died last month here in Chevy Chase. We keep in touch with each other. She married a
Methodist minister.

Q: Do you find that the Quaker approach to no war and all?

KAMPELMAN: It influenced me. It influenced me a great deal. The power of love. | read
Tolstoy; | read the Quakers; and | really became a conscientious objector. But | became
an anti-communist conscientious objector, if you know what | mean.

Q: Yes.
KAMPELMAN: It didn't blind me. It also didn't blind me to the existence of evils.

| kept in touch with the Quakers all during my law school days and the essence of what
persuaded me to be a CO at the time was that wars and violence don't solve the problem.
The elimination of evil requires something different from killing people.

We read Gandhi about his success with the British and his non-violent approaches. So |
became a conscientious objector. | joined the pacifist organizations. | joined the Fellowship
for Reconciliation. | joined the War Resisters League. That's how | met Norman Thomas,
Evan Thomas' brother, who was the grandfather of the columnist here. | identified myself.

Q: The draft started in 1940, didn't it?
KAMPELMAN: Yes.
Q: And you were eligible as all hell at that point.

KAMPELMAN: | was and | registered under the Selective Service Act as a conscientious
objector.

Q: And what happened then?
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KAMPELMAN: | was granted status as a conscientious objector. They called it IV-E.

The draft board - | came in; | had letters of my activities - and they had no problem
assigning me. As | said to you, this was all while | was going to law school at night. | was
a busy man. During the day | worked as a steamer in a sweater factory and joined the
International Garment Workers Union. Now, that's interesting. Among the people | met

at NYU (New York University), besides Jack McConnell, was the Christian protestant
chaplain - a man by the name of Frank Olmsted, who became a very good friend of mine.
| was chairman of the Menorah Society, he wanted to get acquainted with me, and | found
a friend. And he was a friend in every way. He also urged me to go to the Quaker work
camp. When | left college and enrolled in night law school, he knew | had to work, and
arranged for me to meet with some leader of the Garment Workers Union enabling me to
get the job as a steamer.

Q: This was David Dubinsky's outfit.

KAMPELMAN: Yes. This was David Dubinsky's outfit. | was very, very interested in unions
and social things so that while | was working as a steamer in a factory | joined that union -
it was Local 155, the knit goods workers union. The president was a man by the name of
Louis Nelson. | did that for about a year, in the factory, during which | occasionally, when |
had time, would get active and then Louis Nelson would ask me to leave the shop and do
education work in his Local, which | did. So | worked for the union for about a year.

Q: Tell me about this union because, for somebody who doesn't know the history of
unions, it sounds like a rather hum-drum thing. But this was a power house.

KAMPELMAN: It was a power house and it was a life that became a member's life. You
had a social life. They had a resort in upstate New York for members of the union. You
had a social life, you made friends, and they produced improved conditions for their
workers. There was no question about it.
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Q: Well, | mean we're talking about sweatshops.

KAMPELMAN: These were a lot of sweatshops and they were getting rid of sweatshops. |
did not work in a sweatshop; | worked in a regular factory but belonged to the union.

And then Nelson introduced me to the lawyer for the Garment Workers Union - the big
union, overall - a man by the name of Elias Lieberman. Lieberman enrolled me to help him
and together we went to Washington and had a hearing before the Wage and Hour Board
and abolished industrial homework. | did a lot of that work, going to law school at night
and during the day | would interview working women at home. They would have sewing
machines and they would get paid piece work. And | studied many, many of them and
analyzed their piece work and the number of hours they were working. By definition the
employee was not paying the minimum wage, but much less than the minimum wage.

Q: Yes, that was the whole idea of this.

KAMPELMAN: And we demonstrated that to the Wage and Hour Board and the Wage and
Hour Board issued a ruling making it illegal in that trade to do that. Again, Elias Lieberman
and | became friends until his death, and as a matter of fact, his niece and | had lunch
about six months ago. She came to Washington and she wanted to talk to me. She had
seen my name mentioned.

Q: Did you get involved in clashes with the communists?

KAMPELMAN: Yes. Let me tell you where | got involved. Not with the union so much
because this union had already defeated the communists. But in law school | got involved.
In law school, | joined the first year | was there something called the American Law
Students Association. They saw that | was working in unions so they invited me in to
become a leader. That organization was being captured by the communists nationally, and
we were not. We were on the other side. Columbia University had a chapter that was also
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mostly on the other side, but mixed. | met students from Columbia University as well as
New York University and we organized a fight against the communist control.

Interestingly enough, the head of our Columbia group lives here in Washington and was

a member of the Atomic Energy Commission. He's regrettably now with Alzheimer's and
I'm going to be visiting him this weekend. His wife, who entertained us and fed us Saturday
nights before they were married, was then dating him. She was a professor at Queens
College and she was the first woman professor at Georgetown University's College of
Medicine. But be that as it may, we worked and | went to Washington on the weekend with
our group for a convention where we met Abe Fortas, who helped us, and Felix Cohen,
who helped us, and | got acquainted with them during that time. Yes, we had that fight.

We won it while we were there, but after we left law school the communists took over the
organization and their organization doesn't exist anymore.

Q: I think this is a good place to stop. And I'll put here that we've talked about your time
with the garment workers, at law school, the fight with the communists. | don't know. Is
there anything else we should cover at the law school or things that were going on then?

KAMPELMAN: No. The only other thing was that toward the last year in law school one of
my professors arranged for me to have a clerkship with one of the leading law firms in New
York - Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin and Krim. Louis Nizer was a giant of a lawyer.

Q: I read his book.

KAMPELMAN: That was an important move. | learned a lot, it permitted me to take the

bar examination before | received a law degree because the Court of Appeals permitted
people who were conscripted to take the exam, but they couldn't be lawyers until after they
got their degree, but it permitted them to take it before they got their degree. Louis Nizer
offered me a job after the war and we became good friends.

Q: Well we'll talk about the Nizer period and all that.
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Q: You say Louis Nizer, who was really a name to be reckoned with, even I, without a legal
background, knew Louis Nizer was one of the top people. He wrote a book. What was the
name of his book?

KAMPELMAN: He had a number of books. One book that you may be thinking of is called
Thinking on Your Feet. His books dealt with reprints of speeches he had made as well as
some lessons he had learned.

Q: I think there was a story of his life or something.
KAMPELMAN: There is a life story book.

Q: You said you learned a lot from him. Could we talk about what you were picking up,
because this was influential in your later life?

KAMPELMAN: When you're a clerk you're the low person down on the totem pole. | was
going to night school. It was a very active law firm, and most mornings | went straight
from my home to the courthouse, having picked up the previous day papers to be filed.
So I'd go straight to the courthouse, do my job, then come back to 1501 Broadway, which
Is where they had their offices, and | would do some research, do some errands - make
myself useful to the many lawyers in that firm. | was the only clerk and being surrounded
by the lawyers, all of whom were very nice and helpful - talking to me about my studies, |
learned much of the law.

On a rare occasion, when | would get down to the courthouse and a motion would have
to be argued - | can't think of this happening more than two or three times, if that - if the
lawyer was late and the judge was calling the motion up for argument, | just stood up and
made the argument. | never said | wasn't a lawyer; I'm sure he assumed | was a lawyer.
There's nothing illegal about it. But since | knew what was involved?But that was rare.
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Normally what | would do is if this was a proceeding | would try to sit through as much of it
as | can to learn how it's done.

| remember one case involving a terrible accident and Louis Nizer was handling the
litigation in court. He was really the chief litigator of the firm, an eloquent man. Here | knew
the particulars of this case - it had been in the firm for many, many months - | studied it
and | knew the business, and yet as | heard him arguing the case tears came to my eyes.
He was that good. So this was what | meant when | said that | learned many things about
the law which permitted me to be a bit more comfortable.

Q: Did you ever find yourself morally tested about picking up cases that really stunk, in
taking the wrong side of a stinking case?

KAMPELMAN: No, | never did. It's a good question, but | never did. The nature of that
firm's practice was hardly any rich versus poor or right versus wrong. It was primarily rich
versus rich. The firm emphasized motion pictures, theater, art world.

Q: I think this is where Louis Nizer came into the public eye, in the entertainment business.
He became a part of show biz.

KAMPELMAN: Right, and when you're in that kind of atmosphere Columbia Pictures is
fighting MGM - it isn't quite in that category.

| also did one of the things that | should not ignore because it was an important part. Louis
Nizer did a great deal of research when he made a speech. He was not flippant about the
responsibility. | learned that. | am not flippant about my speeches. | take care. But he had
me do a lot of research for his speeches. Now that's not legal research particularly, but

it's research. And | learned the importance of preparation - preparation for a law case,
preparation for a speech appearance - and it's been with me for the rest of my life, the
preparation.
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Q: And diplomacy too. Diplomacy in many ways has a lot.
KAMPELMAN: In many ways it's involved in the process.

There were also interesting sidelights. Bob Benjamin, Benjamin and Krim, was dating an
actress, Susan Hayward. At one point he was having lunch with her and he was late and
he said, “Max, do me a favor and take Ms. Hayward to lunch.”

Q: She was a real beauty.

KAMPELMAN: She was a beautiful lady and | did take her to lunch. He joined us later but
we had interesting conversation.

Q: How old were you then?

KAMPELMAN: Well, | was going to law school. It would've been 1940; | would've been
twenty years old.

Q: Pretty heavy stuff.

KAMPELMAN: That's right. Pretty heavy stuff.

Q: Well all of a sudden you got caught up in the war.
KAMPELMAN: | did.

Q: Let's talk about that.

KAMPELMAN: Alright. | registered as a conscientious objector. The law says that a
conscientious objector whose claim is recognized by his draft board should be conscripted
to do work of national importance under civilian direction. That was what the law said
under Section IV-E of the Selective Service Act. A number of conscientious objectors
objected to that. They objected to the concept of conscription. | did not. | then, having
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majored in political science, believed a society has a right to defend itself; a society has a
right to conscript if its national interest requires it. So | never had any problems with that.

It permitted me to do work of national importance; | said that's what | would do. | could not
envisage myself killing anybody. But there was another factor, which was my mother. My
mother had a dear, dear brother who was killed in the First World War in Europe. When

| as a kid at one point decided | wanted to be a Boy Scout - and | did, even as a yeshiva
student - | talked to my mother about it and indeed - | don't remember now what | showed
her - she started to cry. | was named after her brother and | therefore never joined the Boy
Scouts because she didn't want me to.

Q: Because it was too militaristic? Was that it? The uniform?

KAMPELMAN: The uniform was militaristic. So | had that influence on my life also and |
don't deny that.

Q: What about the draft board? This was a draft board where? Because all these were
basically local citizens.

KAMPELMAN: All people from the Bronx, New York.

Q: Did they have problems with you? Because there were people who were part of the
society, friends and all that, and it's fairly simple to say, “I've always grown up in this
climate”. A young lad could come up and say this without?

KAMPELMAN: Well, | had to present a written statement, which | did. | also submitted
myself for an interview - a long interview - and | had no problems with them. They asked
intelligent questions. They wanted to see consistency and | showed them consistency with
the Quakers and my activity in the pacifist movement, and they gave me no trouble. Many
draft boards did cause difficulty and as a result an appeals board was established so that
somebody could go above whatever local prejudices might exist on the draft board to an
appeal board. But | never had to. My draft board just said fine.
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Now my first assignment?
Q: Excuse me. When was this?
KAMPELMAN: Sometime at the end of 1941.

Q: Forty-one, okay. This was prior to our entry into the war. We didn't go to war until
December of '41.

KAMPELMAN: This would have been prior.
Q: But the draft was still there.
KAMPELMAN: The draft was there.

Q: Very closely; it almost died by one vote.

KAMPELMAN: I'm a little uncertain in my head now about exactly when that was, but it
was around 1941. It might've been early '42. One or the other; | can't vouch for that.

My assignment was to go to a conservation camp - soil conservation - run by the
Department of Agriculture in Big Flats, New York, which was near Elmira, New York. This
old CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) camp was still run by the Department of Agriculture
and our task was to clean out the forests, cut trees where the experts said they should be
cut and clean them out, and then also in other areas plant trees. | arrived at this camp and
| think there were approximately forty of us there in the camp. We lived in camp facilities.

It was very hard physical work, but it was also work that was good for my health. It was
good, hard work. And | worked at it. Most of the campers were church-going people -
Quakers, Quaker sympathizers, some Mennonites, and some Church of the Brethren - and
some what one might call intellectual pacifists like me. As a matter of fact, | made good
friendships there. They were wonderful people to be with. All different educational levels.
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Q: How did being Jewish fit into this particular brand of Christianity?

KAMPELMAN: | was the only Jew in the camp and | talked about it. They were
curious about it and | knew something about it. | never experienced the slightest bit
of discrimination or prejudice in all of the years | was in civilian public service. They
respected it, they were curious about it, and we talked about it.

Q: I was going to say this particular brand of Christianity, just looking at it and knowing a
little about them, is not what you would call the redneck type, fundamentalist.

KAMPELMAN: They were fundamentalist in some ways, but not intellectually. A number
of farm boys from the Mennonite or Brethren activity were there. They worked very hard.
They were all conscientious. | guess | was there close to a year.

Q: How about the leadership - the Department of Agriculture people?

KAMPELMAN: It was a technical leadership. It was a camp run by the American Friend
Service Committee, the Quakers. The camp director was a Quaker assigned by the
Society of Friend Service Committee to direct us. He and his wife were there. If |
remember, she was the cook and he was the director. A very, very nice man named
Osgood. He was the director; that is, he made sure that things were running well. On
occasion we were permitted, if we wanted to, to go to Elmira on a Sunday or a certain
Saturday. If any of these people wanted to go to church, they could go. We were free to
move around once we did our work. But the camp was an isolated camp. It was not within
a larger community.

Q: Did you have any problem with the local townsfolk?

KAMPELMAN: No. We were not exposed that much to the local townsfolk, but we had no
problems with them. Those who went to church would certainly not have any problems
and the church was not just Brethren or Mennonite or Quaker. There were also, | would
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say, three or four of them who would go to a normal Christian church. They might be
Methodists, for example, or Catholics.

Q: You did this for about a year.

KAMPELMAN: For about a year. Then a notice was distributed - frequently notices were
distributed - and this was a notice asking for volunteers who would be willing to work in an
institution for feeble-minded children in Pownal, Maine. | decided to apply. | wanted to do
something with human beings and this was an opportunity to do it, and | was accepted. So
| shifted from Big Flats, New York to Pownal, Maine, which was not too far from Portland.
And there | was assigned as a nurse in a hospital for feeble-minded children.

My first assignment was quite a shocker because it was really with human vegetables, but
humans. And | served as a nurse.

Q: Were you given any training?

KAMPELMAN: While | was there the director trained me. And | was not the only one; there
were four or five of us there.

Q: How did you deal with these people that were in such a condition that they were?

KAMPELMAN: They were human beings. They couldn't talk. There were an awful lot of
those children. It is the ones | was assigned to care for. All you could do was care. Wash,
clean. You communicated; you talked, hoping they would understand something. It was
difficult. It was a very difficult period. And after a few months the director came to me

and asked me how | would feel if he transferred me to the farm. The spring was coming -
growth season - and apparently they had patients who were working on the farm. Would |
be willing to do that? He could have assigned me to that, but he asked me and | said yes.
So I moved from the hospital to the farm where | learned how to drive. | never had driven
an automobile.
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Q: You were a real city boy.

KAMPELMAN: A real city boy. | had never driven automobiles. | learned how to drive a
tractor, as well as an automobile. And here were older feeble-minded human beings with
whom you could converse. All of them had been there a long, long time - years and years.
Really, | have to say, lovely human beings. | don't know a better word to say.

Q: I've heard that they're very gentle souls.

KAMPELMAN: Gentle souls. Lovely, lovely people. And | got attached to them. As a
matter of fact, the institution at Pownal was not too far from a railroad track. | don't think

it was an active railroad track, but periodically the trains would come. Well some of these
people | was working with had never been out of the camp in twenty years, thirty years;
they had been there a long time, and as | said, we became very good friends. So | went
to the director and | asked him how he would feel if | took two or three of them every
Saturday night to town and | bought them hamburgers and walk around. And he agreed.
He was a very nice man, a broad minded man, and so | did that. And of course for them it
was heaven. That added some spice to their lives.

Q: You know, one hears about, after time, almost the brutality of the people who are
perpetually taking care of people who can't take care of themselves. One, it's hard to hire
people, and two, it's a numbing experience. Did you see that in the staff there?

KAMPELMAN: Not a bit. Not a bit. Our unit's staff director - there were four or five of us
and one of them was our director who later became a clergyman. He was absolutely
terrific. And as a matter of fact, he ended up marrying the cook - a young lady, a lovely
lady - and | kept in touch with them for years. But | want to say there weren't many of the
CPS (Civilian Public Service) people like me in feeble-minded institutions. More went in
mental institutions, I'm guessing we had people in maybe a dozen mental institutions.
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Q: That would be quite difficult, | would think.
KAMPELMAN: And that was quite difficult.
Q: Because these were people who had different manifestations.

KAMPELMAN: And that was difficult. | never was there, but in talking to them later over
the years they injected humanity - and this has been written up - in the treatment wherever
they were. They found brutality in many instances. Articles were written about how they
injected a new approach into treatments and it worked apparently.

Then a notice went around again - another notice - saying that the Church of the Brethren
Service Committee, not the Friends Service Committee, was looking for volunteers among
our group to be human guinea pigs in a starvation experiment. | thought about it and

| volunteered to do that. | was interviewed in Boston by, | remember, three physicians

who would be part of that experiment - Henry Taylor, who was a cardiologist, and August
Henchel, | remember, who was a physiologist. They interviewed me and gave me an
examination. Of course | had been in good health as a result of the conservation camp and
now working on the farm. So they accepted me.

Q: So this would be about '43 or so?
KAMPELMAN: Roughly.
Q: What was this about?

KAMPELMAN: Okay, so | reported to the University of Minnesota, which is where the
experiment was being held. The director of the experiment was a man by the name of Dr.
Ansel Keyes. You know the K-ration?

Q: Yes.
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KAMPELMAN: The “K” stands for Keyes. He developed the K-ration.

Q: This was the standard ration for our military. | knew of it, but | came in the era of the C-
ration, which was a little better.

KAMPELMAN: A little better, but this was the K-ration.

| found that we were headquartered in the basement of their large football field. There was
room in the basement. | guess it was originally for dressing rooms. There were about forty
of us from different parts of the country who had volunteered and been accepted. | learned
many more volunteered than were accepted. It was explained to us that there had been
no studies available on human starvation, which surprised me. Their purpose would be

to first put us all on an equal standard of health and diet and that would take a number

of weeks - | think six weeks; | don't remember now - where we would eat the same food,
every one of us, the same amount, the same everything. Secondly, we would then be put
on starvation regiment for six, eight months, something like that. We would be divided,
without our knowing where we are, into different groups and each group would have a
different rehabilitation treatment with different vitamins, calories, minerals - whatever the
experts decided. Let me say to you the result of it was two volumes, which | have in my
library, the only authoritative work. | am still receiving visits from physiologists - not many
now. Six months ago or so somebody from Canada called and came to visit. Again, these
two volumes are the only authoritative work that today exists in the field.

Q: Could you give a bit of a background on why we'd be doing this?
KAMPELMAN: Why as a country?
Q: Yes.

KAMPELMAN: Oh yes, it was explained. A) Concentration camp victims and prisoners of
war. That's why the Defense Department financed this. The responsibility was civilian but
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the money came from the Defense Department. Ansel Keyes had persuaded the Defense
Department to put up the money. As a matter of fact, they became so eager for this that
they would be pressing Keyes for reports even before he was ready to make any final
reports. | got down to about 100 pounds. Now, we were told that we could eat nothing
other than what they gave us. We would live there underneath the football field in cots,
which was fine; we would be examined physically every day; there was to be a treadmill
every single day and a blood test every single day. We were also to do exercise outside
of the exercise they had. My recollection is we were to walk forty-five miles a week. Now,
don't hold me to that, but | think I'm correct.

Q: But in that area anyway.

KAMPELMAN: Forty-five miles a week. The university was right along the Mississippi
River. They designated how many miles from one point to the other so that we knew if we
went from point A to point B it was three miles, if we'd go to point C it was five miles and
we would do this every day when we could.

Q: Were you doing this in the winter? | think you'd be going through knee-deep snow.

KAMPELMAN: We were. There was no question about it. We did it. As a matter of fact,

we were written up in the Minneapolis newspapers, always in a constructive way. | never
felt that it was negative. As | said earlier, | took the bar exam in New York without getting a
law degree, but | couldn't practice law without getting that degree. Shortly after | got there |
went to the dean of the Minnesota law school - Dean Frazier, | remember?

Q: This was the law school of Minnesota?

KAMPELMAN: Of Minnesota. You see our laboratory was right on campus. So | went to
the dean at the law school and | identified myself. He knew by then about the experiment
because it was around and we all wore the same kind of uniform anyhow - it wasn't a
uniform, but it was civilian sweatshirt and | asked him if he thought | could take courses if
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NYU law school would agree to accept the credits of Minnesota. Would he permit me to
take courses that | needed and | would ask NYU to tell me what courses | needed. His son
later became a congressman, Don Frazier?

Q: Oh yes, very well-known.

KAMPELMAN: ?and then he became mayor of Minneapolis. And | saw Don Frazier about
a year ago. We're good friends.

Q: He's very liberal.

KAMPELMAN: He's kind of a democratic liberal, on the left side of the Democratic Party.
A lovely, lovely man. His father was really an unusual and gifted man. Anyhow, he said,
“Yes, by all means.” So | wrote to the dean of NYU and he said yes. So | took, | think, the
two or three courses | was missing by going to the Minnesota law school.

Q: This, of course, was during war time, but all the bets were off later. All the universities
got very possessive about their thing.

KAMPELMAN: | had no problem. Within one term | got it all done and then | decided to
take other courses. By then I'd met some people around campus. | majored in political
science in college, so | took political science courses. Let me say that the two volume
work, which did not mention names but numbers - | recognized myself and was told
what number | am when the book came out - | came out of that experiment with the least
psychological damage of any of the forty. Ansel had a staff psychologist full-time - Josef
Brozek, who is still in Minnesota - they're convinced it was the courses that led to least
psychological damage.

Q: I was wondering why you were doing this. From what | gather this was more a physical
test to see how you could rehabilitate people. But were you getting psychological tests?
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KAMPELMAN: Constantly. We had a full-time psychologist. We had to keep a diary

every single day of dreams and anything else that we did. As | said, the psychologists
worked with us constantly, as well as the physical sciences, because they were looking for
psychological damage also.

Q: Was there at a certain point when people's minds started going to food and away from
sex and all this?

KAMPELMAN: Let me say, the sex drive disappeared with starvation.
Q: It goes very quickly.
KAMPELMAN: It goes very quickly.

I'm about to make a statement that | can't prove, but | believe that every single one of the
campers except me began collecting cookbooks and recipes. An interesting development.
Their minds were so preoccupied with food. It did not hit me as something that | would
want to do and it's probably because | was taking courses. (End of tape)

Q: I was just saying | finished reading recently a book called The Ghost Soldiers about
American prisoners of the Japanese. Much of the time they would sit around and create
mental meals in loving detalil.

KAMPELMAN: That's what happened here. Brozek, the psychologist, was a Czech,
originally born in Czechoslovakia. He was dating a girl whom he later married. We became
good friends and he introduced me to his lady friend's good friend. So | had a lady friend
soon after I got there. She'd walk with me sometimes - a lovely lady who lives here in
Washington today she married a very nice fellow. But | wanted to say to you, right after
this initial period not only did the sex drive disappear, but | really wasn't as friendly as |
should have been to a friend.
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Q: Well when people get more and more isolated?

KAMPELMAN: More and more isolated, | felt. And yet | want to say that the faculty and
the students were fine to us and | made a point very early on, particularly during the first
phasof going to the synagogues in Minneapolis. | wanted them to know | was there and

| just wanted to develop relationships. Again, | made lasting friendships there. The rabbi
at one of the synagogues later became a rabbi here in Washington. My wife and | visited
him and his wife last Sunday. So it's a long relationship. But | met him at the synagogue in
Minneapolis.

Q: While you were doing this, from the chronology it sounds like around '43, '44.
KAMPELMAN: Forty-three, '44, '45.

Q: I was wondering whether the enormity of what happened in Germany and the
concentration camps - and for American soldiers too - and just the depravation of food in
Italy and other places, was this something that you all were aware of?

KAMPELMAN: Yes. Not as much. The concentration camp existence didn't really come in
until later.

Q: Yes, it was really almost after the war.

KAMPELMAN: But my colleagues were intelligent people, the forty of us. Incidentally, one
of them left the experiment after an accident which chopped off a finger. The psychologist
was convinced that this was a psychological act. He was a deeply religious Quakeand I'm
sure he never voluntarily would have left that experiment. It was stressful. | mean no sense
kidding about this. It was stressful.

Q: Oh yes.
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KAMPELMAN: But | met a lot of people also and they were very nice to me. | had no
problems. And | was taking courses.

Let me say to you that | began to question my pacifism with Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Q: We're talking about the nuclear bombs that went off in those two places at the end of
the war with Japan. This was August of 1945 about.

KAMPELMAN: You know | had been taking courses in political science. The faculty was

a young faculty and they became friends of mine as well as teachers. My commitment to
pacifism had, I'm sure, without even my knowing it, all different categories - one of which
was a reading in Tolstoy and Gandhi and the power of love instead of killing. The Indians
did it. With the dropping of the atom bomb | remember thinking to myself this doesn't work.
These guys flying up there never see the damage they're inflicting down below. How do
you reach people who are attacking? This is not going to work. You either accept evil or
you resist it, and the power of love is not capable of resisting it. That had a very profound
effect on me and | began to talk to the political scientists about it and | began to think too.
By then the war was coming to an end.

The authorities asked me to stay on after the experiment and the war in order to close

up the unit. 1946 came and the war was over. My faculty friends told me | had earned

a master's degree in Political Science and was working toward a doctorate degree. It
appeared as if | was practically all through with the coursework for the doctorate degree.
They asked whether | would like to be an instructor of political science. They said they
would make me an instructor if | agreed to finish my doctorate. | had to make a career
decision. They knew | was a lawyer. So | thought about it and since | thoroughly enjoyed
the intellectual challenge in teaching political science, | thought | would stay at Minnesota.
| wrote to Louis Nizer. He had offered me a job for after the war. | explained that | was
offered this teaching position and that | wanted to try it and he wrote me back saying that
he wanted me to know that if after a couple years | decided that | wanted to go back to law
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| should not hesitate. So | became a member of the faculty, got a master's degree, and
finished my course work for the doctorate and a new world opened up for me.

Q: Could you talk a bit about political science in the latish '40s and how it was taught?
Because to my mind political science today is a whole different...which | consider - | mean
| have to state my prejudice - crazy. Starting at that period, how was political science
taught and what was the outlook?

KAMPELMAN: Our department, which was a great department, I've got to say?
Q: Yes. Minnesota is one of the major universities?

KAMPELMAN: We resisted turning political science into sociology with equations and
predictions and the effort to make it a science. Our emphasis in that department in the
courses | took and the courses | taught - for example, | taught one course which was
called Humanities in the Modern World where we went into Freud, Lenin, Karl Marx, D.H.
Lawrence. The political science department and sociology joined up. | taught a section
of that. | taught a course in a seminar called “Problems of Democracy,” which was a
tremendous course. | think the students and I liked it. We did not go into the formula
business, which is where political science has drifted.

Q: Which strikes me as a bunch of alchemists looking for the philosopher's stone.
KAMPELMAN: Exactly.

Q: You know, the right equation and you've solved it.

KAMPELMAN: Exactly, and we can then make a prediction.

Q: You must have found the student body, particularly I think probably the greatest s